
 

 

PRESIDENTS CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 

The next two months should be, if all goes to plan, a definitive moment for the Tacking Point 
Lions Club and its members.  
 
We will look at what, we as a club, want our future to be and translate that into a plan of rea-
sonable longevity and flexibility that will hold us in good stead in a much changing environ-
ment.  
 
To do nothing will, I believe, be the demise of the club. 
 
To give you an example, as we go into 2021, we, as a club, will have but two, maybe three  
significant projects: The Koala Smart program (Janice) along with our Koala hospital support 
(Jeremy) , the Football soccer canteen (Jill), and maybe the eye glasses classification project 
for District (depends on equipment supply).  

 
Besides this there may be an occasional BBQ at Bunnings and that principally is it. The Agricultural plot project will be 
some years in the making 
 
So, on the 8th December we start the planning process and it will involve all members by the time it is delivered to you 
in February 2021.The ball is in your court ladies and gentlemen. We will also decide in December, by a demographic 
show of hands, with no Supreme Court appeals, on our home for the coming year. 
 
The raffle is almost done. Thank you all for those long sometimes boring sessions people put in, but it is heading to-
ward the $5,000 goal, which makes it a reasonably profitable project, by past raffle standards. Camp Quality (Kids with 
Cancer) will receive 50% of the takings (say around $2,500) and the Lions Hearing Dogs program will receive 30% 
(around $1500) and the balance will go into our club’s activity account. I would like to make as big as possible media 
splash with the presentation of this cheques. 
 
On top of this we have sold a large amount of cakes and puddings, which makes the project even more worthwhile.  
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Thanks go out to Janice, Jill and Paula for their efforts in making this raffle happen. You would not believe how much 
effort goes into coordinating the raffle and cake sales. Also, thanks to Angelo and Garry for their daily towing efforts. 
 
Do not forget the car trial on the 10th December. It will, if you have the appropriate navigation skills, finish in a sump-
tuous Christmas lunch. We hope, on the day, we do not lose to many members to the wilds of the mid north Coast  
hinterland. 
 
Speaking of Christmas, I would like to on behalf of Anne and myself, wish all members and their families a Merry 
Christmas and a better and happy New Year. The Queen once said in1992 a “Annus horriblis”. Let’s hope in 2021 the 
world is able kiss the virus goodbye. 
 
On that note stay well and out of trouble  
 
Regards 

President Rob 

NOVEMBER BOARD MEETING 
From the Secretary the Board & Dinner Minutes for November  
• TPLC had its first Business Dinner meeting on 4th November and it was wonderful to be back together again and to 

share a meal.  Restrictions played havoc with mingling, standing etc and it was amazing there were no fines given by 
the Tail Twister for lapse of memories during the evening! 

• Gaol Point – New lions have been put in place and Lion Angelo has made sure that they will not be subject to the 
same fate as the previous Lion, one was stolen and the other damaged.  A plaque will be placed in front of each lion 
portraying a significant event of the area.  Compliments about Goal Point from the public. 

• Dinner Meetings – A grant has been submitted to Panthers to subside the cost of the meeting room.   There will be 
no Dinner Meeting in January, however there will be a social activity on the water at Settlement Point.  The Board 
will next  meet on Wednesday 9th December. 

• Lion Jeremy Bear is the Coordinator of The Education Centre & Community Hall at PMHSC.  Plans are in the process 
of being drawn up before submitting to the school and others for approval with the view of moving forward onto 
Architects and seeking funds. 

• School Sponsorships Requests from Port Macquarie Adventist School and Port Macquarie Public School to go to-
wards awards for their end of school year presentation days.  Board approved $80 to sponsor each school.  On be-
half of TPLC, Lion Stuart Aston will present The Citizen of the Year Award at Port Macquarie Adventist School on 9th 
December 2020. 

• Christmas Cakes/Puddings – sales to businesses went well with Lion Stuart Aston securing an order of over $3,000 
from one outlet.   

• Christmas Raffles – Target of $4,000 should be met with proceeds shared between Camp Quality and ALHD.  Lion 
Janice McGilchrist wishes to thank you those members, partners and friends of lions for your ongoing support in 
doing shifts, sometimes double shifts 

• Koala Hospital – working bee on the 18th November saw around 17 Lions gardening at the Koala Hospital site in Lord 
St 

• Koala Smart - www.koalasmart.org.au   
• Koala Rescue Poles (Ladders) – A ladder is being designed for koalas who find themselves trapped in Residents’ 

backyards. Particularly those backyards with Colourbond fences 
• Koala000 app being developed between Kempsey Adventist School and CSU under the guidance of Lion Jeremy 

Bear. 
• Christmas Trees in Pots – check in with Lion Duncan Wyndham if you would like to buy one. 
• Service Pins – Do you have service pins lying around that you no longer need?  Please donate them to either Lion 

Fred or the Secretary.   
• Bunnings BBQ – next Bunnings bbq is on Saturday 5th December 2020. 
• Pub Raffles – Port Macquarie Hotel has resumed raffles. The Board agreed to wait until COVID eases further before 

returning. 
• Service Pins – Members are encouraged to check for any unwanted Service Pins 
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KNOW YOUR MEMBER—GLEN KILLEN 
I was born in Albury but never lived there as my father was the sole police officer at a small town called 
Rand (pop. 90) in southern NSW.  
 

At the age of six, we moved to Narrabri for a few years before then 
moving on to Dubbo, where I stayed until I completed my HSC. 
 
Having turned down a scholarship to attend the University of Technol-
ogy Sydney I joined the National Australia Bank in January 1990, begin-
ning a career that after stints in Dubbo, Brewarrina, Dubbo, Cobar, 
Nyngan, Walgett, Bourke, Warren, Narromine, Wellington, Inverell, 
Moree, Gilgandra, Narrabri, Walcha, Armidale and back to Dubbo all 
within ten years saw us eventually end up in Port Macquarie in 2003. 
 
I met Ruth in 1992 when I moved to Inverell, but we didn’t begin da-
ting until she had moved to Armidale and I was in Gilgandra a few 
years later.  
 
That relationship didn’t last long but was rekindled in 1998 when I 
moved to Walcha and just before Ruth relocated to Brisbane. Around 
18 months later Ruth moved back to NSW, and we have been together 

ever since, marrying in October 2001 at her family home in Gunnedah, while we were living in Dubbo. 
 
In 2000, I made a move from commercial lending to financial planning – just in time for the Tech Wreck. In 2003 my 
role in the NAB was made redundant and having the choice of taking a new position in either Bathurst or Port Mac-
quarie (a decision that took about 30 seconds) we were on the move again. 
 
In 2007 – just in time for the GFC – I decided to leave the NAB to commence my own Financial Planning business and in 
2015 expanded into the role of Investment Manager for a boutique Asset Manager based in Sydney. 
 
Ruth has worked for the NAB for over 30-years and continues to do so. Her current role involves undertaking verifica-
tion of loan applications for the Business Banking Team. 
 
We do not have any children but do have five chickens, four dogs, two budgies and a 
cat. 
 
Having moved from Rotary to Lions, I have truly enjoyed the past 12 months with the most rewarding period for me 
being the assistance we provided to the firefighters at the end of 2019. 
 
Like everyone else, for us, 2020 has been, as the Chinese curse says, an interesting time in which to live. Both Ruth & I 
have lost our fathers this year, are both now working from home (nothing new for me) and have had our holiday plans 
(cruising) upended. But despite that, we have still had some fun times during the year including weekends away in our 
newly purchased camper trailer. 
 

We are looking forward to a more “normal” 2021, including getting back to Lions regularly. 

 

RESIGNATIONS 
It is with deep regret that the Board has accepted the resignations of Christine Guyler, Barbara McAllister and 
John O’Sullivan. 
 
The Board  thanks these members for their contributions to the Club and wish them well with their future 
endeavours. 
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Isn’t work fun? 



 

 

KOALA HOSPITAL 

Congratulations to all those who attended at the Koala Hospital working bee on 18th November. 
 
A through briefing was given by Jeremy, all that had to be done was “pick up a few sticks”, place them in the trailer and 

when that is done. we will move to another area and do the same…. 
 
It didn’t quite turn out like that …..everyone disbursed into the jungle picked up 
their sticks and returned to the track and dumped them onto an ever growing 
pile. 
 
The “sicks” were there carted to the trailer that very 
quickly filled and was replaced with a second trail-
er that was designated for stick collect at the “next 
place” 
 
It was a great day enjoyed by all….getting back to 
basic “Lions” of proving manual assistance to the 

community…. (sorry that an old buggers comment coming 
from the past!!!! 
 
The Koala Hospital was obviously happy with what we did 
as they have invited us back!! 
 
The next working bee will be was scheduled for Wednes-
day 2nd December but u8nfortunately it had to be cancelled 
 
Don’t worry about missing this one………...I’m sure there will be many more in the future 

 
 
 

SANTA HAS ARRIVED        
During the COVID break we have taken the opportunity of building a couple of new Santa boxes and giving the old a 
new lick of paint and renewing  Lions logos.. 

 

For those not familiar with this little project it start-

ed many years ago in my previous Club and has con-

tinued with TPLC since I transferred to this Club. 

 

The box were distributed last week to five locations, 

Port Macquarie Newsagency, Friendly Grocers 

Waniora Shopping Centre (photo left) and Kohodary 

Chemists at Lighthouse Plaza, Lake Cathie and Sov-

ereign Shopping Complex 

 

Its not a big fundraiser, we only collect $3 from each letter, but keeps the Club name out in the public and gives the 

younger (and sometimes the not so young) an opportunity  to make contact with Santa during at the festive season 

 

Stuart Aston 
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NOVEMBER DINNER MEETING 
At long last….. after what appeared to be an eternity….we had our first Members Business meeting, since shutdown   

 
We were at our new temporary home at Panthers.  COVID requirements of social 
distancing and remaining seated  where strictly followed,   (well almost!!!!) 
 
We were in a beautiful room, and the meal served was extremely good. 
 
The “great event” was on Wednesday 4th November  and  was extremely well 
attended.    President Rob opened the meeting and the normal protocol of Invocation 
and Loyal Toast was followed…..unfortunately due to COVID conditions of no signing, 
there was no anthem….members were invited to “"mime"  instead!!! 
 
Wonderful to once again, have the Treasurer, Membership Director and VP’s give 
their reports and foreshadow future events. 
 
 
 
We had the pleasure of Zone Chairman 
Ian Turner as a Club guest ….although 
from the photo on right, we are not sure 
if Pres Rob welcoming Ian or about to 
make a point on Ian's head  ……. 
 

 
 

LUNCH AT SETTLERS 

On the 20th November another social event was held at the Settlers Inn.  
 
Certainly was a great lunch with many foods available on the menu. This venue 
was perfect for those on busy schedules to take a break for an hr or more.  
 
We had the pleasure of Jeanette Merrick joining us and it was great to touch 
base again after the many 
months we have not seen her.  
 
Now that COVID-19 restrictions 
are easing , it opens the doors to 
more get togethers. The car rally 
is first then another breakfast 
will be held in January and a din-
ner at a restaurant in February. 
 

The Xmas car rally event is fast approaching. I hope to get a great re-
sponse from members.  
Cheers Monica 
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DECEMBER DINNER MEETING 
Following is Agenda for our December business meeting; Booking with Secretary Paula is essential 
 

BUSINESS MEETING - WEDNESDAY 2nd DECEMBER 2020 
PANTHERS PORT MACQUARIE 

AGENDA 

6.30pm Fellowship 7:30pm Dinner Served to tables 
7.00pm Call to order & Welcome President Rob Bruce 

Invocation Lion Glen Killen 
Official Toast (no anthem) Lion Sarah Dickinson   
Apologies Sec Paula Forster  
Minutes previous meeting Sec Paula Forster 
Matters arising from minutes  
REPORTS 

Treasurer Lion Stuart Symons 
Membership Director Lion Duncan Wyndham 
1st VP  Lion Janice McGilchrist - Activities 
2nd VP   Lion John Urquhart - Diversity 
3rd VP  Lion Jill Adams – Community Projects 

 GENERAL BUSINESS 
 

DECEMBER CAR RALLY   -                          
Our next social event will be a Car Rally: 
 

THE DAY IS ABOUT FUN, FRIENDS AND FELLOWSHIP…….THE MORE THE MERRIER 
 

On:          Thursday 10th December 2020 
Where    Meet at Westport Marina carpark at  9:30am 

 
If people don’t want to drive, then try carpool, the more eyes the better.   

Information sheet and rules will be given out before setting out.      
Numbers are essential for the lunch destination.      

Please contact Monica by Tuesday 8th December on 0439 812 328 

 
 

CHRISTMAS TREES 
 

Duncan is looking for a few good ’foster families’ to house a few home- less 

Christmas trees. 

 

The trees are in pots but unfortunately, don’t come with their Christ- mas 

adornments, the foster family will need to supply them.   

 

If you are in position to provide a new home, please contact Duncan 

 

One happy new family is that our Christine and Daryl Woolnough.  Their tree 

was delivered by Duncan and Angelo and now adorns their lounge in  

preparation for Santa’s visit 

 

Tacking Point Lions Club - December 2020 SIGNAL         Page 6 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 



 

 

WHAT HAPPENING AROUND THE TRAPS 
LIONS CLUBS INTERNATIONAL 
Lions Club international Foundation 

The five pillars of LCIF Service are Vision, Youth, Disaster Relief, Diabetes and Environment: 
 
The LCIF Statement on Environmental Service is “We are working to preserve our planet, knowing that the 
health of our local communities and environments affects us all. Our goal is to help establish a sustainable 

future for generations to come.  
 
The work our Club is undertaking with Koala  Awareness and Habitat protection falls fits nicely into this area. 
 

DISTRICT 201n1 -  
2020—District 201n1 Convention 
As you maybe aware, the 2020 District Convention was held on Zoom  in late October. This meeting was held to com-
ply with our Constitution which requires  Convention to be held in October and to permit the incoming DG to be elect-
ed and provide him/her with adequate time to plan the year ahead…... (a bit like the “transition period” the USA has 
and the turmoil they are going at the moment!!) 
 
However as the result of some COVID19 restrictions being lifted, a “proper” District Convention will be held at the 
West Tamworth Leagues Club from Friday 5th February to Sunday f7th February.     Registration details will be circulat-
ed by Secretary Paula when received. 
 

TACKING POINT  
WELFARE 
Lynne Tubb is well and dealing with the recent death of her sister very well. Tony and Anne Boyd are managing Anne's 
condition well and it was good to see them both out in town a while back. Graham Hogan is still fighting on, has his 'up' 
days and would love to be driving again. Mal Murray is still helping his wife, Gail. Fred Hynes is still full time carer for 
Lee but it was great to see him at the Koala Hospital project. Lion Jan Grimmond has been sending cards where appro-
priate. 
 

CHRISTMAS HAMPER 
Hamper tickets are still being sold at various locations around Town during December.  Please watch out for Emails 
from Janice looking for helpers. If the day suits and you have a spare two hours, please contact Janice. 
 
If you have taken books please ensure that sold ticket stubs and money and any unsold tickets are returned to 
Janice….well before the ticket draw on 20th December 
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   COMING EVENTS 
 

• Working Bee Koala Hospital 
 Wednesday 2nd December 
• Business Meeting—Panthers 
 Wednesday 2nd December 
• Strategic Planning meeting PMGC 
 Tuesday 8th December 
• Board meeting 
 Wednesday 9thDecember 
• Car Rally  Westport Park 
 Thursday 10th December 
• Christmas Hamper—prize draw PMGC 
 Sunday 20th December 

 
  

     Best wishes to the following: 
ANNIVERSARIES 

Peter & June Mercer 6th December  

 
BIRTHDAYS 

Jenny Cooper 3rd December 
Sarah Ashton 14th December 
Adam Hodgkiss 14th December 
Lynn Tubb 17th December 
Glen Killen 26th December  
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TIME FOR A GIGGLE!!! 
A man with a winking problem is applying for a position as a sales representative for a large firm 
 
The interviewer looks over his papers and says, - This is phenomenal. You've graduated from the best schools; your recommenda-
tions are wonderful, and your experience is unparalleled.   problem position, we're afraid that your constant winking will scare off 
potential customers……………….'m sorry, we can't hire you. 
 
"But wait," the man says………..."If I take two aspirin, I'll stop winking!" 
 
"Really? ……….. Great! Show me!" 
 
So the applicant reaches into his jacket pocket and begins pulling out all sorts of condoms: red condoms, blue condoms, ribbed 
condoms, flavoured condoms; finally, at the bottom, he finds a packet of aspirin.  He tears it open, swallows two pills, and immedi-
ately stops winking  
 
"Well," said the interviewer,  that's all well and good, but this is a respectable company, and we will not have our employees wom-
anising all over the country!" 
 
"Womanizing? ………..What do you mean? I'm a happily married man!" 
 
"Well then, how do you explain all these condoms?"    "Oh, that," he sighed  
"Have you ever walked into a pharmacy, winking, and asked for aspirin?" 

 

AUSTRALIANA DEMENTIA QUIZ  - 
Q1   The second fleet arrived in Australia in what year? 
Q2   Who was the first Governor of Australia? 
Q3   How many convicts were on the first fleet? 
Q4   Who was the first Australia woman to appear on a banknote? 
Q5   The what year did the name New Holland was replaced by Australia? 
 

LAST MONTHS ANSWERS 
    Q1  12,   Q2 Harrison Schmitt,   Q3  April 12 1981,    Q4 135,    Q5 16 
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A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS IS EXTENDED 

 TO ALL MEMBERS AND THEIR LOVE ONES. 

 

LETS PUT THE TRAUMAS OF 2020 BEHIND US 

AND TRUST THAT 2021  

WILL BRING JOY AND EXITEMENT TO ALL 


